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72-YEAR-OLD SENTENCED TO 3 YEARS FOR CIGARETTE SMUGGLING 

The father of the leader of a massive criminal organization to pay back $5.9 million 

EL PASO, Texas – A federal judge sentenced a 72-year-old El Paso man Thursday for his role in a 
criminal multi-million dollar enterprise that involved smuggling cigarettes into the United States, 
which was investigated by a multiple agencies and led by U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). 

U.S. District Court Judge Philip Martinez sentenced Ignacio Abraham to 36 months in federal prison 
and three years probation. Abraham is the father of Jorge Abraham, the head of the international 
cigarette smuggling network. Judge Martinez also ordered the elder Abraham to pay restitution in 
the sum of $5,950,057.52: $1,548,827 to the U.S. government, $2,752,350 to the state of New York, 
$248,460 to Texas, $776,910 to California, and $623,510.52 to Philip Morris USA. 

The elder Abraham, a U.S. citizen, pleaded guilty Dec. 13, 2004, to count one of a 92-count 
indictment. The charge was “Conspiracy to Smuggle Cigarettes into the United States, Traffic in 
Contraband Cigarettes,” and “Traffic in counterfeit cigarettes.” 

All but one of the 19 defendants indicted in Dec. 10, 2003, including both Abrahams, have pleaded 
guilty. Robert Tarantino of New Jersey is set to enter a guilty plea in New Jersey at a later date. 

The defendants were charged for their involvement and participation in the smuggling, facilitation 
distribution of counterfeit and contraband cigarettes. They were also charged with conspiring with 
Jorge Abraham in the multi-state criminal enterprise. 

Jorge Abraham, 35, a U.S. citizen and head of the international cigarette-smuggling network, also 
pleaded guilty in December to the same count as his father. He is set to be sentenced Thursday in 
Martinez’court. 

The retail value of the counterfeit cigarettes that Abraham’s enterprise smuggled, diverted, 
transported and distributed between September 2001 and December 2002 was about $5.4 million. 
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The total loss of revenue to the federal government and state governments of New York, California 
and Texas was about $9.2 million. 

The ICE-led investigation revealed that Jorge Abraham was receiving counterfeit and contraband 
cigarettes from various companies in Miami, Florida and El Paso, as well as manufacturers in 
Taiwan and China. 

The Abraham organization distributed at least 2,313 cases of counterfeit cigarettes. A total of at 
least 5,616 cases of cigarettes were ultimately illegally supplied to various distributors in the United 
States. The government seized the remainder of the cases of cigarettes. 

On Jan. 28, 2004, ICE special agents assisted by other law enforcement agencies arrested several of 
the co-defendants throughout the United States. 

ICE special agents in El Paso launched the investigation in the fall of 2000 and worked closely with 
the ICE Tobacco Program in Washington D.C., and various ICE field offices nationwide as the case 
developed. ICE agents worked in tandem with U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers at the 
border to identify the organization's illegal shipments coming into the country. 

The IRS, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, the FBI, and the El Paso 
County Sheriff's Department provided significant assistance in the investigation. 

# ICE # 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of five integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


